It is not an accessible country, even when judged by
half-civilized standards. It is visited on sufferance only,
even by its nominal rulers themselves. Fortune has given
to the authors the opportunity of travelling through it, and
of residing in it, and they have ventured to set down in these
chapters the impressions it has left upon their minds.
The opportunity of residence in this country, it may be
stated, came to one of the authors through his membership
of the "Archbishop of Canterbury's Assyrian Mission."
This Mission (which consists of five or six clergy of the
Church of England) has been maintained in the district in
question, by successive Archbishops, for a period of about
twenty-five years. It exists at the request of the. Patriarch
and other authorities of the " Nestorian " or " Assyrian "
Church, and it works with the object of educating the clergy
and laity of that body, without disturbing them in their
membership of their own ancient and interesting*communion.